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The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 

May 15 & 16, 2021 
 

Jesus Lives: To Intercede for His People. 

 

 

 

Prelude  

 

Opening Hymn Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 175 
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M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

Please kneel 

 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish 

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 

failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 

my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive 

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 

servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Please stand 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

 

M: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may 

be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

C: Christ, have mercy.  
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M: For patience and perseverence in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await 

your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

 

M: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

 

C: Amen. 

to Refrain 

to Refrain 

to Stanza 4 

to Refrain 

to Final Refrain 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty God, your Son our Savior was taken up in glory and intercedes for us at your right 

hand. Through your living and abiding Word, give us hearts to know him and faith to follow 

where he has gone; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Acts 7:54-60 

A vision of Jesus the High Priest moves Stephen to intercede for those who kill him. 

 

 When they heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. But Stephen, full of the 

Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 

“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, dragged 

him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a 

young man named Saul. 

 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he fell on his 

knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he fell asleep.  

 
 

 Lectionary: A lectionary is the list of readings for a given Sunday or festival of the church year. 

Public reading of the Scriptures has always been an important part of worship. The lectionary (series of 

readings) used by many Lutheran churches is based on a three-year cycle. For the most part, this 

lectionary corresponds to a series of readings developed in the early 1970s. The First Lesson comes 

from the Old Testament (except during the Easter season, when it is from Acts) and is generally chosen 

to match the emphasis of the Gospel. The Second Lesson comes from a New Testament epistle. On the 

Sundays after Pentecost, a running series of four to six readings from the same book is used. Each year, 

one of the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, or Luke) serves as the basis for the Gospel, with readings 

from John used during the Easter season in all three years. 

 



pg. 6 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 8 

Jesus, crowned in glory and honor, sits at God’s right hand and intercedes for us. 

 

  

 O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

  You have set your glory above the heavens. 

 

 When I consider your heavens, 

  the work of your fingers, 

 

 what is man that you are mindful of him, 

  the Son of Man that you care for him? Refrain 

 

 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings 

  and crowned him with glory and honor. 

 

 You made him ruler over the works of your hands; 

  you put everything under his feet. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain 

 

Second Lesson Hebrews 7:11-27 

Jesus’ priestly sacrifice is complete, but his priestly work of interceding for us continues. 

 

 If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood (for on the basis of it the 

law was given to the people), why was there still need for another priest to come – one in the order of 

Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? For when there is a change of the priesthood, there must also   
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be a change of the law. He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no one from 

that tribe has ever served at the altar. For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and in regard 

to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. And what we have said is even more clear if another 

priest like Melchizedek appears, one who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation as to his 

ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life. For it is declared: 

  “You are a priest forever,  

   in the order of Melchizedek.” 

 The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing 

perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God. 

 And it was not without an oath! Others became priests without any oath, but he became a priest 

with an oath when God said to him: 

  “The Lord has sworn and will not change his mind: You are a priest forever.” 

Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantee of a better covenant. 

 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; 

but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. Therefore he is able to save completely 

those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

 Such a high priest meets our need – one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, 

exalted above the heavens. Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after 

day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all 

when he offered himself. 

 

Verse of the Day 

 Alleluia, alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! I will not leave you as orphans;  

I will come to you. Alleluia. 

 

Please stand 

 

Gospel John 17:11b-19 

Our High Priest intercedes for his disciples. 

  

 “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name – the name you gave me – so that they may 

be one as we are one. While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you 

gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 

 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have 

the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for 

they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them out of 

the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 

Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the 

world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.”  
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M:  This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Be seated  

 

Anthem (Sunday) Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

Adult Handbell Choir  arranged by Kevin McChesney 

 

 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; his the scepter, his the throne; 

 Alleluia! His the triumph, his the victory alone. 

 Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion thunder like a mighty flood: 

 “Jesus out of ev’ry nation has redeemed us by his blood.” 

 

 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, here on earth our food, our stay; 

 Alleluia! Here the sinful flee to you from day to day. 

 Intercessor, Friend of sinners, earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 

 Where the songs of all the sinless sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

 Alleluia! Not as orphans are we left in sorrow now;  

 Alleluia! He is near us; faith believes, nor questions how. 

 Though the cloud from sight received him when the forty days were o’er, 

 Shall our hearts forget his promise, “I am with you evermore”? 

 

Hymn of the Day Jesus, My Great High Priest 

 Christian Worship 359   
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Sermon Hebrews 7:11-27 

 

Our Great High Priest 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth,  

   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father,  

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,  

   and became fully human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end.  
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

   the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead  

   and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Offering     

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

  The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

C: And also with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

C: It is good and right so to do.  

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O  

 Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who rose 

from the dead in glorious triumph to bring forgiveness to the world and everlasting life to all 

who believe. Therefore with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: Blessed are you, O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. By his victory over the grave, our 

Savior declared death’s reign ended, the door to heaven open, and the payment for sin 

complete. We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son. We marvel at the depth 

of your love. We stand in awe of your power. We are humbled by the compassion you have 

shown our fallen race. Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed in this Sacrament 

and to live a life worthy of your name. The Lord Jesus lives! 

 

C: Amen.  
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Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

 is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

C: Amen.   
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Be seated 

 

The Scriptures teach us that receiving the Lord’s Supper is a public declaration  

of shared belief. Therefore, we ask our guests who are not members  

of a WELS or ELS congregation to refrain from receiving the Lord’s Supper  

until they have had the opportunity to talk with one of our pastors about our beliefs and practice.  

 

To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine.  

 

Distribution Hymns (see pg. 17) What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 Christian Worship 411  

 

See, the Conqueror Mounts in Triumph 

Christian Worship 174 

 

O Living Bread from Heaven 

Christian Worship 314 

 

Please stand 
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M: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us 

to eat and to drink in this sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our 

hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that 

day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build (stanzas 1 & 3) 

 Christian Worship 173 
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Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

 
 

 

 

Readings for the Week of Easter 7 

 

  

M John 14:15-21 Jeremiah 29:11-14a 

T John 15:17-21 Luke 12:8-12 

W 1 Corinthians 2:12-16 1 John 2:24-29 

R John 7:37-39 Numbers 20:2-12 

F Hebrews 11:32-40 Ezekiel 11:14-20 

S Isaiah 41:17-20 Genesis 11:1-9 
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Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Musicians Megan Bauer, piano (Saturday) 

 Carolyn Sachs, piano (Sunday) 

 Lisa Eggebrecht, organ (Sunday)  

 

Adult Handbell Choir Director Kristi Meyer 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Matilda Sue Dodd, daughter of Thomas and Lisa (née McTavish), whose baptism was 

reaffirmed in a private ceremony on Saturday. Serving as sponsors are Anne and Bert Long, 

Steve Wolf, and Melissa McTavish. 

 

• Leslie Campbell, who will be leaving St. John’s at the end of the school year to teach at Peace 

Lutheran School in Hartford, WI.  

 

• Mary Jane Maurice, scheduled for surgery on Wednesday. 

 

• Cindy Kuehn, convalescing at home following surgery this past week. 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 
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“Psalm 8” Tune Lynn Trapp © 1989 MorningStar Music Publishers. Tone © 1993 Northwestern  

 Publishing House. 

 “Alleluia, Sing to Jesus” Text public domain. 

 “Jesus, My Great High Priest” Text and tune public domain. 

“On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build” Text © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Tune public domain.  
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The Mission of our Church 
 

As God’s people gathered together at St. John’s, 
we live to declare the praises of our Savior God 
who called us out of the darkness of sin into the 
light of his grace. 
 
As 21st century disciples of Jesus, we reflect the 
light of God’s love by: 

 
Making worship of our Savior the  
top priority in our lives 
 

Growing in our faith through daily  
contact with God’s Word 

 

Fostering Christian friendships for  
mutual encouragement and support 

 

Using our unique gifts to glorify God 
and serve God’s people 

 

Sharing the good news of God’s 
forgiving love with others 
 

 

 

Pastors 
 

Pastor Joel Leyrer 

joel.leyrer@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Eric Schroeder 

eric.schroeder@sjtosa.org 
 

Pastor Kyle Bitter 

kyle.bitter@sjtosa.org 

 
Chinese Outreach Pastor 
 

Pastor Joshua Yu 

joshua.yu@sjtosa.org 

 
School Principal 
 

Mr. Dan Markgraf 

dan.markgraf@sjtosa.org 

 
Church Office 
 

7809 Harwood Ave 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-7831 

church@sjtosa.org 

 
School Office 
 

1278 Dewey Avenue 

Wauwatosa, WI 53213 

(414) 258-4214 

school@sjtosa.org   

 

 

 

 

Worship Services  Worship in Chinese 
 

Saturdays at 5:30 p.m.  Saturdays at 7:00 p.m. 
Sundays at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
sjtosa.org sjtosa.org 


